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Government of West Bengal
Finance Department
Audit Branch Nabanna, Howrah-2

No, 1116-F[P2] Dated, the 22nd February, 2017

NOTIFICATION

In partial modification of this Department Notification
No0,5606-F[P2] dated 27.10.2016the Governor is pleased
to declare (1)10th May, 20 I7(Wednesday), as a holiday
on account of BUDDHA PURNIMA', for State Goventraent
Offices, Local Bodies, Boards, Corporations and Under-
takings controlled or owned by State Government, Edu-
cational Institutions etc all over the State with the excep-
tion of the Offices of the Registrar of Assurances,
Kolkata and the Collector of the Stamp Revenue, Kolkata.

(ii) 13* April, 2017(Thursday) as a Sectional holiday
for the Sikhs only on account of ‘BAISAKHI’ in place of
15* April, 2017(Saturday).

Sd/-D.K. Mahapatra
Special Secretary to the
Government of West Bengal
Finance Department

Government of West Bengal
Finance Department
Audit Branch Nabanna, Howrah-2

No, 2561-F[P2] Dated, the 26th April, 2017

NOTIFICATION

In partial modification of this Department Notification
No.1116-F[P2] dated 22.02.2017 read with Notification
N0.5606-F(P2) dated 27.10.2016 the Governor is pleased
to declare 10th May, 2017(Wednesday), as a Public
holiday on account of ' BUDDHA PURNIMA' under Section
25 of the Negotiable Instrument Act, 1881.

By Order of the Governor,

Sdl- H. K. Dwivedi

Principal Secretary
Finance Department
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Excavations at
Kankandighi 2013-14 & 2014-15

Department of Archaeology, University of Calcutta;
under the direction of Professor Durga Basu, assisted by
other faculty members carried out excavation at
Kankandighi (Pilkhana mound), South 24 Parganas with
a view to expose the structural remains of Pilkhana
mound for understanding its nature and character and to
ascertain the cultural sequences and antiquity of the
region. The site was excavated for the first time by the
Department.

Kankandighi ( Lat. 21°59' to 22°0' N, Long 88°26'30"
to 88°27'30" E) is located in the district of South 24
Parganas under the jurisdiction of Raidighi Police Sta-
tion, on the bank of river Mani. Kankandighi lies at a
distance of about 12 kms south-west of Mathurapur
railway station of the south section of the Sealdah
Lakshmikantapur branch line. The site was reported for
the first time by late Kalidas Dutta who in his article “The
Antiquities of Khari” in Annual Report ofVarendra Re-
search Society, 1928-29 mentioned the importance of
the site.

The village Kankandighi is mainly divided into two
major parts viz. Uttar Kankandighi and Dakshin
Kankandighi. From archaeological point of view Uttar
Kankandighi is more important than the Dakshin
Kankandighi. Mounds in northern part of Kankandighi
are rolling and these are locally known as Danga.

Pilkhana Mound-2013-14. A number of mounds are
visible in different parts of Kankandighi. Among these
mounds, Pilkhana mound in Mondalpara has been
marked as an ancient structural mound which has been
excavated by the Department of Archaeology. Since the
basic aim was to expose the structural remains, the
trenches were laid out in horizontal method. Excavation
was undertaken in nine trenches of 6x6 m. each. In each
quadrant, structures were exposed except B, and ZA,
The trenches at Pilkhana mound were excavated either
partially or fully to different depths. These trenches are
A, B,, C, D,, XA, YA, ZA,, XB,, YB,. Among these
trenches XA, was taken as an index trench.

In trench A,, structure is represented by a north-south
oriented wall with a rammed floor. In trenches C, and D,
a square platform with four courses of brick alignment
has been unearthed. The structure was built over a mud
filling. The brick platform is 4.75 m x 4.75 m square in
measurement with 4 cm. projection at each side. The
total height of the structure is 80 cm. The trench XA, was
excavated up to a depth of 4.29 m.and it has revealed
a massive north-south oriented wall of 5.01 m. in length.
The wall has exposed thirty courses of brick alignment
in the present digging. It is made of burnt bricks (26x18x
6cm). The next important structures came up in trench
YA,, Some of these structures were made with reused
bricks. The shapes and the alignments of these struc-
tures indicate that these were used as small cells.

Ceramics are dominated by red ware, black ware,
grey ware, black and red ware and -buff ware. These
potteries have revealed impressed designs, like cord

impression, floral motifs etc. Potteries are found from
very fine quality to the coarse variety. A large in situ
storage jar has been excavated in trench XA,. Other
important antigies include lamps, shells, iron nails and
terracotta image of Jambhala, gana image in stone and
decorated bricks.

On the basis of cultural materials and structural
remains with moulded bricks, it may be presumed that
the whole structural complex had its prime period from
ninth/tenth centuries AD to twelfth/thirteenth centuries
AD and the structural remains belonged to a Buddhist
religious complex. Two structural phases have been
noticed.

Mathbari mound-2014-15

Mathbari, (Lat. 21°59'48" N to 21°59'50" N, Long
88°27'26" E to 88°27'29" E) is located in Sepaipara in the
village of Kankandighi. The mound of Mathbari is nearly
3 metres in height from the present ground level. The
area of the mound is 80 m x 50 m; southern part of the
mound is sloping.

A small scale excavation was undertaken at Mathbari
with a view to unearth the structural remains of the
mound and to know about the antiquity of the region on
the basis of archaeological remains. It was also aimed
to know the nature of cultural deposition at this mound
and to probe a cultural relationship between Pilkhana
mound and Mathbari site.

Two trenches namely ZA, and ZA, measuring 6 m x
6 m each were laid in the north south orientation. The
trench ZA, was excavated up to a depth of 241 cm
below surface and the trench ZA, was dug up to a depth
of 260 cm, These trenches have yielded 8 stratified
layers, with two-floor levels.

Pottery : The site has yielded red ware, black ware,
grey ware and black and red ware. Bowls, vases, dishes
are found in medium and fine fabrics in trench no. ZA,
& ZA,.

Other objects : A large number of shells have been
unearthed from both the trenches along with different
types of potteries. Loose bricks, bone pieces and char-
coals are also found.

Conclusion : The site of Mathbari has revealed the
type of potteries similar to that of Pilkhana mound which
has been considered as a Buddhist site. Since both the
trenches have evidences of huge silt deposition, it can
be presumed that Mathbari area was water logged for a
very long time. Further excavation will help us to know
the history of this region.

The date of Mathbari has been primarily assumed on
the basis of pottery analogy. The excavation at Pilkhana
mound has revealed a large nhumber of potteries and its
‘prime cultural period has been dated from 9th/10th
century to 12th/13th CE. The ceramic assemblages
found from Mathbari are similar to that of Pilkhana
pottery assemblages.

Professor Durga Basu
Department of Archaeology
University of Calcutta
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